23 September 2018
James 3:13-18 and 4:1-3, 7-8

Two kinds of wisdom

BWho is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. #But if you harbour bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. > Such “wisdom”
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. ¢ For where you have
envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.

17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate,
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.'® Peacemakers who sow in
peace reap a harvest of righteousness.

Submit yourselves to God

4 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that
battle within you? 2You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get
what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God.> When
you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what
you get on your pleasures.

7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to
God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you
double-minded.

Mark 9: 30-37

Jesus predicts his death a second time

30They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where
they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going
to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three day she will
rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.

3 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you
arguing about on the road?” 3*But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about
who was the greatest.

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the
very last, and the servant of all.”




16 September 2018

1 Chronicles 29:10-20 - David’s Prayer

10 David praised the LoRD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying,
“Praise be to you, LORD,
the God of our father Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.
11Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the splendour,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
Yours, LORD, is the kingdom;
you are exalted as head over all.
12\Wealth and honour come from you;
you are the ruler of all things.
In your hands are strength and power
to exalt and give strength to all.
13 Now, our God, we give you thanks,
and praise your glorious name.”

14 “But who am |, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything
comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. ¥ We are foreigners and
strangersin your sight, as were all our ancestors. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without
hope. 18 Lorp our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy
Name comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. ¥’ | know, my God, that you test the heart and are
pleased with integrity. All these things | have given willingly and with honest intent. And now | have seen
with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you. 8 Lorp, the God of our fathers Abraham,
Isaac and Israel, keep these desires and thoughts in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts
loyal to you. ¥ And give my son Solomon the wholehearted devotion to keep your commands, statutes and
decrees and to do everything to build the palatial structure for which | have provided.”

20Then David said to the whole assembly, “Praise the LorD your God.” So they all praised the Lorb, the God
of their fathers; they bowed down, prostrating themselves before the LorD and the king.

Matthew 6:19-24 - God and Money

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal. 2°But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also. 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But
if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness,
how great is that darkness! 2* “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other,
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

Acts 2:42-47 - The Fellowship of the Believers

22They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 4 All the
believers were together and had everything in common. #* They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. ¢ Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
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Psalm 100 - Entering into God’s presence joyfully

1Shout for joy to the Lorb, all the earth.
2Worship the LorD with gladness;

come before him with joyful songs.
3Know that the LoRrp is God.

It is he who made us, and we are his;

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

% Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.

>For the LorD is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations.




2 September 2018
Philemon 1
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2also to Apphia our sister and
Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4] always thank my God as | remember you in my prayers, > because | hear about your love
for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. | pray that your partnership with us
in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share
for the sake of Christ. ” Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you,
brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.

8 Therefore, although in Christ | could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do,’ yet
| prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and
now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— °that | appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who
became my son while | was in chains. ! Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has
become useful both to you and to me.

12| am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 3| would have liked to keep him
with me so that he could take your place in helping me while | am in chains for the
gospel.1*But | did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favour you do
would not seem forced but would be voluntary. > Perhaps the reason he was separated from
you for a little while was that you might have him back forever— ®no longer as a slave, but
better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as
a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.

1750 if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 8If he has done
you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. °1, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand. | will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 2| do wish, brother,
that | may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 2 Confident of
your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do even more than | ask.

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because | hope to be restored to you in
answer to your prayers.

B Epaphras, my fellow prisonerin Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 2 And so do Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.

25The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.




26 August 2018

Matthew 25: 14-30 - The parable of the bags of gold

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to
them. 1 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to
his ability. Then he went on his journey. 1 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put
his money to work and gained five bags more. ¥ So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two
more. 8 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money.

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.2° The man who
had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of
gold. See, | have gained five more.’

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

22“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold;
see, | have gained two more.’

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘l knew that you are a hard man,
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 2> So | was afraid
and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that | harvest where | have not sown and
gather where | have not scattered seed? 2 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the
bankers, so that when | returned | would have received it back with interest.

28 4'So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 2° For whoever has will be given
more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from
them. 3° And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’

Luke 14:1,7-11 - Jesus at a Pharisee’s house

14 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully
watched. ?When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, he told them this
parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, for a person more
distinguished than you may have been invited. °If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to
you, ‘Give this person your seat.” Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 1°But
when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move
up to a better place.” Then you will be honoured in the presence of all the other guests. 1! For all those who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Luke 17:7-10 - Duty

7“Suppose one of you has a servant ploughing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he
comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won'’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper,
get yourself ready and wait on me while | eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? ? Will he thank
the servant because he did what he was told to do? 1°So you also, when you have done everything you were
told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”




